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AA Thoughts

Contact Us:
Telephone 601-982-0081

What other rewards have come to me as a result of my
new way of living? Each one of us can answer this question in many ways. My relationship with my sponsor or
companion is on an entirely new plane The total selfishness is gone and more cooperation has taken its place. My
home is a home again. Understanding has taken the place
of misunderstanding, recriminations, bickering and resentment. A new companionship has developed which bodes
well for the future. “There are homes where fires burn
and there is bread, lamps are lit and prayers are said.
Though people falter through the dark and nations grope
with God Himself back of these little homes, we can still
hope.” Have I come home?
We can bow to God’s will in anticipation of the thing happening that will, in the long run, be the best for all concerned. It may not seem the best thing at the present
time, but we cannot see as far ahead as God can. We do
not know how His plans are laid, we only need to believe
that if we trust Him and accept whatever happens as His
will in a spirit of faith, everything will work out for the best
in the end. - Credit to Twenty Four Hours a Day.

4526 Office Park Drive
Jackson, MS 39206
Mail Donations to :
PO Box 16228
Jackson, MS 39236
Web site:
www.midmissintergroup.org
Email:
midmissintergroup@gmail.com
Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 10:30 -:6:30pm
Telephone answered 24 hrs a day

___________________________

Don’t forget Intergroup! Everyone Welcome!
First Thursday of each month@ 6:30 pm!
The Sobriety Gazette is a publication of Mid-MIss Intergroup. The purpose is to improve communication between local A.A. groups, inform and encourage participation in service opportunities and
events that promote sobriety. Opinions expressed do not necessarily indicate endorsement by the
Central Office or Alcoholics Anonymous as a whole.

650 East South Street , Jackson MS
Please send a representative from your home
group!

Your Trusted Servants

2020

Chair: Hope M.
Awohoper66@gmail.com
Treasurer: Karen M.
kmacon@granthampoole.com
Secretary: Vern W.
52woody.v@gmail.com
Corrections: Randy B.
rbissell55@gmail.com
Treatment Centers: Tonja M. & Sandi S
tonja.mangum1981@gmail.com
Newsletter: Ellie C
IT/WEB: Michael G.
Office Manager: Paxton P.
paxtonpeters@yahoo.com
Asst. Office Manager: Randy B
rbissell55@gmail.com
Intergroup Liaison:
VACANT

Harbor House (Men and Women)

Old Timers Round-up planning:
Every Second Sunday of every month
At the corner of South and Commerce Street, in
the same building as St. Alexis Episcopal Church

Country Round-up April 24-26 Florida
1-850-769-1929

MS 29th Annual Delta Roundup May 1-3
MS Gulf Coast Roundup May 15, 16, 17
35th Annual Gather Eagles May 22-24
www.dallasgatheringofeagles.corg

22nd Annual Unity Convention May 22-24
https://msunityconvention.com or
1-662-327-8941
For more information about any of these events
or for information about speaker meetings,
Please contact the Central Office 601-982-0081
My Father’s House (Men only)

Mar - Central Group

Mar - Swinging Bridge Group

April - Georgetown Group

Apr - Central Group

May - Mannsdale Group

May - Solutions Group
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Thanks in advance!
Faithful fivers are AA members who pledge at
least five dollars each month to support their local Central Office. This idea is catching on
around the country. The plan came about when
we remembered that many of us had spent far
more than $5.00 a month on alcohol during our
drinking days. As a Faithful Fiver, you support
the efforts of Mid-Mississippi Intergroup to carry
the AA message of hope to still-suffering alcoholics.

ers
Faithful Fivers March / April 2020
Al and Donna H.
Ellie C.
Nick G.
Pat Y.

Mail your contribution to:
Central Office
4526 Office Park Drive
Jackson, MS 39206

Nicki R.

YES I Want to Be a Faithful Fiver

Date:

_____________________________________

Here is my contribution of $____________for ___Months
Name:

03/01 - 03/07…….Swinging Bridge
03/08 - 03/14…….4801
03/15 - 03/21…...Primary Purpose
03/22 - 03/28…….Quest
03/29 - 04/04…….Way Out
04/05 - 04/13…….Solutions
04/14 - 04/20…….Mannsdale
04/21 - 04/27…….Madison/Ridgeland
04/28 - 05/02…...Central

____________________________________________

Address:
____________________________________________
City: ___________________ State_________Zip___________
Home Group: ________________________________________
Sobriety Date: Month_______Date_________Year__________

August 8

If Office is
closed, the phone
will ring to the AA
Call Phone.
Someone is

November 7

ALWAYS THERE!

Area 37
2020 Assembly Dates
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Year to Date Financials
Group Name
Jan
Feb
YTD Total Group Name
Jan
Feb
YTD Total
Rankin Co Big Book
0.00
4801
0.00
Rankin Serenity
0.00
AA Unlimited
100.00 6783.72
Ridgeland
225.00
Acceptance/SwiBridge
50.00
50.00
100.00
225.00
225.00
Beacon Group
0.00 Serenity of Purpose
0.00
Beagle Pack
208.00
208.00 Shalom
0.00
Big 12
0.00 Solutions
Bottom Line - Prentiss
25.00
25.00 Southgate Serenity
0.00
75.00
Brookhaven Beginners
0.00 Southside
75.00
Carthage AA
0.00 Summit Group
0.00
Traditions
50.00
50.00
Central
0.00
100.00
Vicksburg
Dabney
Clinton Crossroad
0.00
0.00
154.01
169.75
Clinton Raymond RD
25.00
25.00 Way Out Group
323.76
Coffee Lovers
0.00 We Belong
0.00
Young
at
Heart
40.00
Cornerstone McComb
375.00
375.00
40.00
1117.00 5911.93
DOA
25.00
25.00 Other:
7028.93
3391.86 6994.68
East McComb
0.00 Total
10386.54
Firehouse Gang
0.00
1st Grp of Madison
0.00 Books for Prisons - Central
Forest Group
100.00
100.00 Treatment Center Books - Southgate Serenity Quest
Friendship House
100.00
100.00
Other includes Individual Contributions,, Memorials,, Faithful Fivers, Sobriety
Georgetown
25.00
25.00
Jaywalkers
0.00 Gazette, Books for Prisons, and Non-profit treatment
Keep on Trudging
0.00
Lambda
0.00
LaNunca De Tard
0.00
Lynwood Women
0.00
Madison County
0.00
Madison Ridgeland
1103.00
1103.00
Mannsdale Grp
367.85
367.85
Morton Group
0.00
Monticello Grp
0.00
Natchez Downtowner
0.00
Northeast
0.00
One Day at Time
0.00
Pearl Hope
0.00
Pelah 12 step
0.00
Philadelphia Union
0.00
Positive Flow
0.00
Prentiss Group
0.00
Primary Purpose
0.00
Quest 4 Sobriety
40.00
40.00

6

7

Sobriety Gazette

Mar - April 2020

A Perfect Convocation
The AA meeting was coming to a close.. The group discussion and ended and the informal chatting was only a murmur. The chairman, with a nod of this head to the group, said “We’ll close the meeting in the regular manner,
Reverently heads were lowered, eyes were closed.
The dramatic impact of the Sermon on the Mount 2000 years ago was upon us, at our meeting.
“Our father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name….”
That fellow standing ahead, and to the left of me (it’s his first meeting) shuffles his feet in worn
shoes. He’s embarrassed, ill at ease. But he is praying. Good! I remember a remark he made before
the meeting opened. “I’ve absolutely no control over my drinking anymore. The stuff is killing me; my
life’s a mess.”
Well, I thought now, je had taken the First Step with that admission. The expression on his face
might be a clue to his thoughts. Grim , yet pleading.
“God, I’m licked. I’ve sworn off gone on the wagon and switched drinks. Always with same dreary
results. Another drunk! I’ve tried everything--on my own book. Nothing helped. So here I am God.
With shabby shoes and screaming nerves, I stand before you, my Father. I don’t deserve your help. but I
can't go on without it. Will you help me now? Please!”
My fellow alcoholic was not concerned at that moment with our Twelve Step program. He probably didn’t know it existed. But he was praying. He had come to believe that a power greater than himself could restore him to sanity He was turning over his will and his life to the care of God as understood
him.. He had taken Steps Two and three in the first ten words of the Lord’s Prayer!
“Thy kingdom come, Thy Will be done, on earth as it is in heaven…”
Some of the grim quality was leaving the face of the man. The tell-tale blotches stood high on his
cheek bones but in this eyes, now open was a softer light. Was hope beginning to replace despair?
“All of this is new to me God...but these fellows here tell me it isn’t new to You. For more years
than I care to remember, it has always been my will, my whims, my desires. To what end? Regrets, remorse, shame and suffering. Now I want you to take over. Let Thy will be done. I know that you are the
Master Planner, if I allow you to be. And I know that in your plans there can only be good for me. Teach
me, then, to trust in you.
The shuffling feet were still. The eyes again were closed. The form ahead of me was relaxing.
Confession is good for the soul. Had not this distraught man just admitted to God, and to himself, the
exact nature of his wrongs? Was he not subjecting himself and his will to the care of Gods -God as he
understood him? Was he not making a fearless inventory of himself? Of course he was! Here was Step
Three again, and steps Four and Five too.
“Give us this day, our daily bread…”
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A Perfect Convocation (continued)
There were twenty-five people in that room.. Some of them had known sobriety for years, some for only
months. To the man ahead of me it had only a companion for only a few brief hours. But here in There were
twenty-five people in that room.. Some of them had known sobriety for years, some for only months. To the
man ahead of me it had only been a companion for only a few brief hours. But here in seven short words was
the unbelievably supplication that could secure it for a life-time one day at a time!
“Divine master, the Bread we ask for this day’s need s is sobriety. The emptiness of yesterday is gone, the demands of tomorrow we know not. Guide us then, this day. Let this day be explanation for the lost yesterdays, a
strengthening for the tomorrows. Give us the courage to live out this one day as Thou wouldst will it.”
Perhaps I imagined it. Or did our new friend actually rush into the next phrase as if eager to purge himself completely of all that was behind him?
:And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us…”
“Forgive me, Father! Forgive the lies the treachery and the deceit wrought in drunken moments. Erase
from my soul the stain of petty thievery, of precious time wasted. Forgive me for the heartache and anguish I’ve
authored. Remove from me forever, the bitterness I’ve harbored against those what chastised me and supplant
it with love. Strike my hear the resentment and rancor with which I have lived so long.”
He seemed to be growing in stature, this man with the shabby shoes. The shoulders were squaring as if a
great weight had been taken from them. And that is exactly what had taken place. For, in seeking forgiveness,
he had forgiven. He proved his willingness and readiness to have God remove his character defects. In humility,
he had asked Him to remove his shortcuts. And though the compilation of a list of all people he had harmed
would take time, he was willing to make amends.
Still without conscious realization of it our new me3mber was encompassing steps Six, Seven, and Eight,
And again it ha been done in phrases --thirteen words--of the “Our Father”!
And lead us not into temptation…”
Oh, yes, there will be temptation. In the early stages of our new-found sobriety will come the urge to
take “just one” drink. And as our sobriety continues, there may come the belief once again that our problem has
been eliminated, that we have master it.
`But--and the man ahead of me may be whispering it now--”there’ll be no graduation exercises for me,
God! Never permit me to feel that I have completed my course. For. “ O Lord” I’m not feeling that, I will not be
led into temptation. Give me always the humility to know myself, In that will be my strength,”
“For Thine is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen.”
The prayer was ended. The owner of the shabby shoes walked slowly to the rear of the room. The liquor
blotches still stood in high relief on his cheek bones. Nervous perspiration shone on his forehead. But in his carriage there was determination in his eyes there was hope; in his heart there was the knowledge that he had
enlisted an Omnipotent Ally. In the final words of the “Our Father” he had paid true homage to the Almighty
Power, the Supernatural Glory and the Everlasting Kingdom of God. In his quiet “Amen” he had pronounced a
solemn “So be it” to the power-packed supplications of the Pater Noster. 9

Ellie’s
Corner:

This column is meant to be about the experiences and thoughts of a new member of
AA. People have given me many ideas to put in this column, anything from recipes to
puzzles. Everyone’s input has been considered. The easiest way to say it, is that this
column may be different every newsletter.
When I first walked into the rooms of AA, I was so afraid. Would I have to speak
other than saying my name? I sat there, terrified to catch someone’s eye. Soon after
the meeting started newcomers were asked to introduce themselves. I said nothing.
My new sponsor had told me to make sure and get a 24 hour chip. At the time, I had
no idea what she was talking about. I kept sitting and listening and finally realized I
was there because I WAS sick. That I WAS an alcoholic. I realized everyone in the
room was just like me… The whole room became light as air to me as I listened with
an open heart now. When they gave out chips, I heard the desire to join our way of
life with excitement. I WAS in the right place. When I stood up, I received an outpouring of support that I hadn’t expected in my wildest dreams. I was home.

2nd Annual Language of the Heart
Central Office / Intergroup Fund Raiser
The fundraiser went off without a hitch. 200 were in attendance. It was a FUN d
-raiser with a capital FUN. There were so many that were determined to have a
good time in a sober environment. Theresa Rooks handled the tickets for the silent auction. Manu people bought wingspans of tickets. The fun began with the
AA meeting introduction. Tom K. cooked some BBQ that killed!! It was scrumptious, with many going back for seconds. During the dinner, the items for the silent auction were revealed. It was hilarious that Jeff and Diana B. won the first
three prizes. The main item for the auction, a turntable, had many different bidders. Finally was the 50 / 50 raffle.

Paxton won the whole deal, with 50% going

to the main office and 50% going to the winner.

There was a pie in the face

game, with each person having to top the money that the person who put their
name down brought to the table.. During this contest, the room had been set up
for dancing, with many choosing to line dance, while others chose their own moves.
The onlookers had as much fun watching everyone dance as the dancers themselves did. Overall, it was a rousing success.

